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Abstract

The relationship between sports and politics in domestic and international
dimensions has become wide and diverse. A new phenomenon called sports
diplomacy has emerged from the relationship between sports and international
relations. In its development process, this diplomacy went beyond the state tools to
promote interests and goals and became multifaceted with the entry of various non-
state actors. This feature of sports diplomacy has provided opportunities for many
countries, including Iran. The correct use of these opportunities requires
appropriate conditions, the most important of which is a possible change in the
country's foreign policy and political diplomacy from hard power to foreign policy
and soft power diplomacy. Creating this transformation is not an easy task.
Therefore, in this research, with a view to the future horizon of sports diplomacy,
the researcher is looking to the question that in the future horizon, what factors can
be effective in the development of sports diplomacy in the Islamic Republic of
Iran? The purpose of the present study was to develop sports diplomacy on the
horizon of the second step of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. The present study is a
mixed (qualitative-quantitative) study. The statistical population in the qualitative
sector includes all experts in the field of sports management, strategic management,
diplomacy, international relations, and sports sociology at the Deputy Minister,
President of the Federation, and Advisor It was the minister and university
professors who were selected as a snowball from the sampling method. The
interview experts were semi-structured. In this study, the systematic method of
Strauss and Corbin was used to encode the interviews and the coding was carried
out by MAXQDA software. The statistical population of the small section included
all experts, faculty, and all relevant officials (current and former), including
specialists and sports managers, and executives at the Ministry of Sport and Y outh.
The method of sampling was a multistep cluster. The data collected by PLS
software was tested. The findings showed that 13 concepts were identified in terms
of causal conditions, and these concepts were divided into 2 categories. Also, for
contextual conditions 13 concepts and 3 categories and intervention factors 13
concepts 3 categories and strategies 11 concepts and 3 categories and consequences
of 10 concepts. And there were 3 categories. Overall, it can be stated that with the
constructive cooperation between the country's executive organizations and on the
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agenda and the use of international sports potential by these organizations, one can
hope to improve the current conditions and thus promote Iranian sports diplomacy.
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