Foreign Relations Center for Strategic Research

https://frgjournal.csr.ir E-ISSN: 2588-6541
Vol. 16, No. 1, Issue. 61, Spring 2024 Received: 2023/05/20 Accepted: 2024/05/12

The non-proliferation regime and the

three-level game of JCPOA

Bijan Pirouz

Assistant Professor of International Relations, International Relations Department,
Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

Email: pirouz@ut.ac.ir 0009-0002-5253-4656

Mehdi Ashna

Corresponding Author, PhD in International Relations, Faculty of Law and
Political Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

Email: ashna.mehdi@ut.ac.ir 0000-0003-0957-0811

Abstract

On May 8, 2018, the United States ended its participation in JCPOA less than three
years after it was signed, the US president claimed that the agreement was
incomplete and failed to achieve its goals. Adopting the "maximum pressure"
policy, the Republican Administration claimed that it was looking for a
comprehensive agreement that would deal with Iran's other activities, including the
missile program, and proposed unreasonable conditions for negotiations. In
response, Iran began to gradually reduce its obligations according to the JCPOA
one year later and refused to negotiate a new agreement according to the conditions
of the American government. With the inauguration of the new government in the
United States and the announcement of its intention to return to the original
agreement, negotiations were held to revive the JCPOA, which, of course, did not
come to fruition, The question is why, after the withdrawal of US, the new
Administration is negotiating to revive the JCPOA? The hypothesis is that the
United States, through a learning process, seeks to take advantage of the
international non-proliferation regime to help the policy of "regime change" and
weaken Iran's power in the region, reorganize its role in West Asia, and prevent the
increase in influence of its global rivals, including China and Russia in the region.
In this research, by adopting the game theory as a theoretical framework and
designing a three-level model, it is concluded that the United States in the JCPOA
game pursues goals far beyond maintaining the non-proliferation regime.
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