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Abstract

Given the increasing complexity of hydropolitical interactions in shared and
transboundary watersheds, water issues have become increasingly significant in
Iran’s relations with the countries surrounding the Aras River. Using the framework
of hydropolitical self-organization, this study employs a dynamic approach to
explain how the actions, unilateral decisions, and institutional mechanisms of
upstream countries (Turkey and Armenia) reproduce patterns of conflict,
competition, or cooperation within this basin, and how Iran’s water diplomacy can
play an effective role in this self-organizing system. The research method is
descriptive-analytical, based on official documents, reports from the Majlis Research
Center, and data from the Ministry of Energy. The findings indicate that the
quantitative and qualitative reduction of water, alterations to the river’s natural
course, numerous dam constructions, and extensive upstream exploitation have acted
as “self-organized drivers,” fostering competition-oriented patterns in the basin. A
historical review of interactions also reveals that since 2016, Iran’s water diplomacy
has lacked sufficient initiative, exacerbating conflictual self-organizing forces in the
basin. Consequently, As a result, activating Iran's water diplomacy in the areas of
fair distribution, water quality management, and regulation of upstream interventions
is an urgent necessity; otherwise, the self-organized hydropolitical structure of the
Aras Basin will move towards further hydropolitical tensions and challenges.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Transboundary water becomes a strategic and political issue as it crosses
national borders, and upstream countries’ unilateral actions can generate
significant tensions. In Asia-and in lran in particular-limited water
resources and unbalanced exploitation have made the management of
shared rivers increasingly complex. The Aras Basin, where Iran lies mostly
downstream, is especially vulnerable due to expanding dam construction
in upstream states. This article, using a hydro-political self-organization
approach, analyzes the dynamics of conflict and cooperation in the Aras
Basin and assesses Iran’s water diplomacy capacities.

Research Question

How do the interactions, unilateral decisions, and institutional mechanisms
of upstream countries in the Aras Basin reproduce patterns of conflict,
competition, or cooperation, and how can Iran’s water diplomacy
effectively operate within a self-organizing hydropolitical structure to
manage these dynamics?

Research Hypothesis

It appears that the unilateral decisions, extensive dam construction, and
intensive upstream water exploitation by Turkey and Armenia-acting as
self-organizing drivers-have reinforced conflict-oriented patterns in the
Aras Basin. The lack of sufficient initiative in Iran’s water diplomacy since
2016 has further intensified these dynamics. Therefore, activating Iran’s
water diplomacy in areas such as equitable water allocation, water quality
management, and regulation of upstream interventions can redirect the
basin’s self-organizing hydropolitical structure from conflict toward
cooperation.

Methodology (and Theoretical Framework if there are)

The conceptual framework of this study is based on the “hydropolitical
self-organization” approach, which views transboundary basins as
dynamic, non-centralized systems that reproduce patterns of cooperation,
competition, or conflict through the interaction of structural, institutional,
and actor-based drivers. In the Aras Basin, upstream dam construction,
weak joint institutions, and unilateral actions by riparian states have pushed
the system toward competitive and conflict-oriented patterns. Alongside
this perspective, the concepts of hydro-hegemony and water diplomacy
further clarify how power asymmetries, institutional arrangements, and
discursive dynamics shape inter-state water relations. The research
employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies on documentary and
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library data. Using qualitative content analysis, the study reconstructs
hydropolitical dynamics and evaluates the role of Iran’s water diplomacy
in the basin.

Results and discussion

The Aras Basin, due to its transboundary structure, inherently generates
self-organizing patterns of hydropolitical conflict driven by upstream dam
construction, flow alteration, and pollution by Turkey and Armenia. Weak
institutional frameworks and outdated treaties—ranging from the 1828
Turkmenchay Treaty to late-Soviet and post-2014 agreements—Iack
adaptive, data-driven, and enforceable mechanisms to regulate new
structural pressures. The partial inactivity of joint commissions, poor data
exchange, and the absence of continuous monitoring have reduced the
basin’s institutional resilience. Since the mid-2010s, Iran’s decline in
active water diplomacy has removed a key stabilizing force in negotiations,
monitoring, and operational coordination. This passivity has allowed
upstream actors to unilaterally reshape flow regimes and redefine water-
use narratives without Iranian counter-balancing. Consequently, the
basin’s hydropolitical system self-organizes toward instability, reinforcing
competition, asymmetry, and downstream vulnerability.

Conclusion

The analysis of the Aras Basin shows that upstream unilateral actions and
dam construction by Turkey and Armenia—combined with weak
institutional mechanisms—nhave reinforced conflict-oriented dynamics and
placed Iran in a passive position. Reduced river flow, increasing pollution,
and the absence of joint monitoring have further intensified environmental
and competitive pressures. However, revitalizing institutional
cooperation—such as reactivating the Aras Joint Commission, establishing
a monitoring system, and engaging Iran more actively in upstream
negotiations—can help curb these tensions. Strengthening water
diplomacy and joint mechanisms is essential for shifting the basin from
conflict toward sustainable cooperation.
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Abstract

Technological rivalry between the United States and China has become one of the principal
arenas for the redistribution of power in the international system. The central problem of this
study concerns the relationship between this rivalry and the continuity or relative decline of
American technological hegemony, and how it may affect the trajectory of transformation in
the global balance of power. The research question is formulated as follows: has China’s
technological rise been able to narrow the scope of the United States” historical superiority in
strategic domains of technology, and what implications does this transformation hold for the
emerging global order? The article hypothesizes that the United States continues to retain an
effective advantage in the foundational layers of innovation, including advanced semiconductor
design, influential scientific production, venture capital, cloud infrastructure, and global rule
making capacity. China, however, has developed independent capacities for generating
technological power by relying on centralized industrial policy, the development of indigenous
supply chains, the expansion of digital infrastructure, industrial applications of artificial
intelligence, and data governance, thereby reducing part of its historical gap with the United
States. The conceptual framework of the study is grounded in the interconnection between
structural power, international political economy, and structural realism, and analyzes
technology as a mechanism for producing, consolidating, and redistributing power. The
research method is qualitative, descriptive, and analytical. Using a comparative case study
approach, the study compares the positions of the two countries across four domains:
semiconductors, artificial intelligence, digital infrastructure and telecommunications standards,
and data governance and the innovation ecosystem.The data are collected from official reports,
policy documents, peer reviewed academic sources, data from international organizations, and
patent databases. The findings indicate that the technological rivalry between the two countries
has not resulted in the full replacement of one power by another, yet it has led to the relative
erosion of certain American advantages and to the emergence of new centers of technological
rule making, production, and dependency formation. The outcome of this transformation is the
emergence of the geopolitics of technology. In this condition, control over supply chains,
technical standards, data flows, digital infrastructure, and technological alliances becomes one
of the most important mechanisms for the redistribution of power in the international system.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Technological rivalry between the United States and China has become one of
the principal arenas through which power is being redistributed in the
contemporary international system. Over the twentieth century, the United
States consolidated its technological hegemony through dominance in
semiconductors, computing, the internet, aerospace, research universities,
venture capital, and global standard setting. This accumulated technological
advantage helped sustain American structural power across economic,
military, institutional, and normative domains. China’s rise has introduced a
new structural challenge to this configuration. Through long term industrial
policy, large scale state investment, the mobilization of a vast domestic
market, the expansion of digital infrastructure, and the development of
indigenous innovation capacities, China has gradually narrowed parts of the
technological gap with the United States. The resulting rivalry extends beyond
market competition and industrial upgrading. It increasingly involves control
over supply chains, access to critical technologies, data governance, technical
standards, export controls, innovation ecosystems, and the institutional rules
that shape the global circulation of technology. The article therefore examines
technological competition as a structural process that affects the balance of
power and the emerging architecture of global order.

Research Question

The central research question of the article is as follows: to what extent has
China’s technological rise narrowed the historical technological superiority of
the United States in strategic domains of technology, and what implications
does this transformation hold for the emerging global order? This question is
situated at the intersection of international political economy, security studies,
and technology governance. It asks whether the United States is experiencing
a relative decline in technological hegemony, whether China has developed
independent sources of technological power, and how these developments
affect the distribution of power in the international system. The article also
investigates whether technological competition between the two powers
should be understood as a simple replacement of one hegemon by another or
as a more complex, gradual, and multidimensional redistribution of
technological advantages across different layers of the global innovation
system.

Research Hypothesis

The article advances the hypothesis that the United States continues to retain
an effective advantage in the foundational layers of technological power,
including advanced semiconductor design, high impact scientific production,
venture capital networks, cloud infrastructure, platform based innovation, and
global rule making capacity. At the same time, China has developed
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independent capacities for generating technological power by relying on
centralized industrial policy, the localization of supply chains, the expansion
of digital infrastructure, industrial applications of artificial intelligence, large
scale data resources, and an increasingly active role in technical standard
setting. The hypothesis therefore does not assume a complete displacement of
American technological hegemony by China. It argues instead that the balance
of technological power is being reconfigured through the relative erosion of
certain American advantages, the rise of Chinese capacities in specific
domains, and the emergence of new centers of technological production, rule
making, dependency formation, and infrastructural control.

Methodology (and Theoretical Framework if there are)

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive, and analytical methodology based
on a comparative case study of the United States and China. The unit of
analysis is the set of national technological policies, capabilities, institutional
arrangements, and strategic achievements of the two countries between 2000
and 2025. The data are drawn from official reports, policy documents, peer
reviewed academic literature, international organization datasets, patent
repositories, and institutional studies on technology, economic security,
innovation, and global governance. The comparative analysis focuses on four
core domains: semiconductors and technology supply chains, artificial
intelligence, digital infrastructure and telecommunications standards, and data
governance and the innovation ecosystem. These domains were selected
because they represent different layers of technological power, from hardware
and computing foundations to data regulation, infrastructural control, and
institutionalized innovation.

The conceptual framework of the article is grounded in the interconnection
between structural power, international political economy, and structural
realism. From the perspective of structural power, technological dominance is
not limited to the production of advanced tools. It becomes politically
significant when a state can shape innovation pathways, intellectual property
regimes, data infrastructures, technical standards, access rules, supply chains,
and governance models. International political economy explains technology
as part of the global structures of production, capital, trade, and knowledge.
Structural realism clarifies why states treat sensitive technologies as strategic
assets linked to relative power, military capability, economic security,
industrial resilience, and deterrence. The article also draws on geoeconomics
and economic statecraft to explain how export controls, investment
restrictions, industrial subsidies, sanctions, intellectual property rules, and
standard setting have become instruments of strategic competition. Within this
framework, the geopolitics of technology is not treated as a prior assumption.
It emerges as the analytical outcome of the comparative findings.
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Results and discussion

The findings show that the United States retains significant advantages in the
most foundational layers of technological power. In semiconductors,
American firms and allied partners continue to dominate crucial parts of the
value chain, including advanced chip design, electronic design automation
software, high end manufacturing equipment, intellectual property, and the
alliance networks that support the global semiconductor ecosystem. The
United States has also used export controls and coordination with allies such
as the Netherlands and Japan to restrict China’s access to advanced chips and
manufacturing equipment. China, however, has responded by treating
semiconductors as a central pillar of technological self reliance. It has
expanded national funding mechanisms, supported domestic firms, pursued
supply chain localization, and used its leverage over critical materials such as
gallium and germanium as part of a broader strategy of technological
resilience. The semiconductor sector therefore illustrates how supply chain
chokepoints have become instruments of power.

In artificial intelligence, the United States remains the leader in frontier
innovation, large language models, advanced computing infrastructure,
venture capital, and globally influential platforms. American firms such as
Google, Microsoft, OpenAl, Meta, and Nvidia occupy central positions in the
ecosystem that supports advanced artificial intelligence. China’s strength lies
in a different configuration of technological power. It benefits from large scale
data resources, rapid deployment capacity, state supported industrial strategy,
smart city applications, and the integration of artificial intelligence into
manufacturing, governance, and security related domains. The main constraint
on China remains its dependence on advanced chips and certain elements of
the global software and research ecosystem. This makes artificial intelligence
competition inseparable from semiconductor competition.

In digital infrastructure and telecommunications standards, the rivalry is
centered on connectivity, data flows, technical standards, and long term
infrastructural dependence. The United States has historically shaped the
foundational architecture of the internet through its firms, universities,
platforms, cloud infrastructure, satellite systems, and technical institutions.
China has challenged parts of this dominance through telecommunications
equipment, fifth generation mobile networks, smart cities, and future oriented
infrastructure projects. Huawei’s rise and China’s large domestic deployment
of fifth generation networks have strengthened Beijing’s position in global
telecommunications markets and standard setting debates. The competition
over sixth generation networks and satellite internet shows that the struggle
over digital infrastructure increasingly extends from terrestrial networks to
space based systems.

In data governance and innovation ecosystems, the United States and China
represent two distinct models. The American model relies heavily on private
sector leadership, platform capitalism, venture capital, open innovation
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networks, and relatively decentralized data governance. China’s model
emphasizes state authority over data, cyber sovereignty, data localization,
algorithmic governance, and the integration of digital infrastructure with
national security and industrial strategy. The comparison shows that
technological power is also produced through legal rules, regulatory authority,
platform governance, and the ability to define how data are collected, stored,
transferred, and used.

The article also finds that technological rivalry is not confined to the bilateral
relationship between Washington and Beijing. The European Union, India,
South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and other specialized actors influence the
direction of this rivalry. The European Union shapes the regulatory
environment through data protection, platform regulation, digital market rules,
and industrial initiatives such as the European Chips Act. India offers a distinct
model of digital public infrastructure and seeks to benefit from supply chain
reconfiguration while preserving strategic autonomy. South Korea, Japan, and
Taiwan control crucial nodes in semiconductor production, materials,
equipment, and manufacturing capacity. These actors make the emerging
technological order more multicentric and asymmetric.

Conclusion

The article concludes that technological rivalry between the United States and
China has become a structural mechanism of power redistribution in the
international system. The findings do not support a simple narrative of
American decline or Chinese replacement. They instead point to a more
complex pattern in which the United States retains major advantages in
foundational innovation, advanced computing, semiconductor design, venture
capital, platforms, and global alliances, while China has strengthened its
position in industrial scaling, digital infrastructure, data driven applications,
supply chain localization, and state directed technological mobilization. The
central theoretical contribution of the article is the formulation of the
geopolitics of technology as an emergent condition in which control over
supply chains, standards, data flows, digital infrastructure, innovation systems,
and technological alliances becomes a key mechanism for shaping global
power. The future of international order will therefore be shaped by the tension
between interdependence and control, cooperation and rivalry, technological
openness and strategic autonomy. Technology has moved from the margins of
international political economy to the center of great power competition.
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Abstract

The conflicts in the South Caucasus, which ultimately led to restrictions on Armenia via
the Zangezur Corridor, coinciding with the imposition of sanctions on Iran, created an
opportunity. Iran, as the only country capable of supporting Armenia along their shared
border, could mitigate the impact of sanctions by designing corridors through Armenia
toward Europe. This approach would maintain the geopolitical status quo in its
surrounding region while facilitating new transit routes. Theoretical foundations of
international transit emphasize that countries can improve their standing by assuming the
role of a transit hub. This research aims to examine the potential of the Persian Gulf-Black
Sea Corridor to enhance Iran's geopolitical position as an international transit center. The
study addresses the following questions: What is the significance of the Persian Gulf-
Black Sea Corridor, and how does it impact the enhancement of Iran's geopolitical
standing? The research hypothesis posits that the Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor
significantly facilitates global trade exchanges and holds the potential to transform Iran
into a transit hub within the framework of a multi-neighborhood foreign policy.
Employing a time-series methodology, the study analyzes the corridor's impact on trade
exchanges. The findings indicate that the Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor not only
improves Iran's trade conditions and elevates its role in international exchanges—thereby
helping to overcome geopolitical constraints and reduce the effects of sanctions—but also
provides a viable route for trade between India, the Persian Gulf states, and the Black Sea
region. Consequently, beyond enhancing Iran's economic diplomacy and preventing
adverse geopolitical shifts in the South Caucasus, the Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor
possesses significant potential to upgrade Iran's transit role.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the contemporary international system, the significance of international
transport corridors transcends mere trade facilitation. They have emerged as
instruments of geoeconomic development, geopolitical competition, and even
security management. For countries such as Iran, which have been subjected to
prolonged economic sanctions and geopolitical containment, the creation and
maintenance of alternative transport routes is not only an economic necessity but
also a strategic imperative. The Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor, proposed in
Tehran in 2016, represents one such initiative. It aims to connect the Persian Gulf
and the Indian Ocean to the Black Sea through Iran, Armenia, and Georgia,
thereby linking the Middle East to Southeast Europe. Unlike other competing
projects, such as the Zangezur Corridor promoted by Turkey and Azerbaijan, this
corridor highlights the importance of preserving territorial integrity, maintaining
regional balance in the South Caucasus, and reinforcing Iran’s centrality in
Eurasian connectivity. This extended abstract presents a comprehensive overview
of the study on the Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor, analyzing its theoretical
foundations, geo-economics implications, security and geopolitical impacts, as
well as the challenges and policy recommendations for its realization.

Theoretical Framework

From a theoretical standpoint, transport corridors are understood within the
framework of transit hubs and network connectivity. International trade networks
rely heavily on secure and efficient corridors that reduce costs, shorten delivery
times, and provide stability to global supply chains. Countries that successfully
position themselves as transit hubs not only accrue economic gains but also elevate
their geopolitical status. Corridors also embody security functions. According to
theories of complex interdependence, greater connectivity between states reduces
the likelihood of conflict and fosters cooperative security frameworks. At the same
time, transit hubs act as geopolitical levers: control over key passages such as the
Suez Canal or the Strait of Hormuz demonstrates the extent to which corridors can
shape international security dynamics. Thus, the Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor
must be evaluated not only as a geo-economics opportunity but also as a security—
geopolitical asset with implications for Iran’s foreign policy, sanctions resilience,
and regional balancing strategies.

Methodology The research adopts a quantitative approach using time-series
analysis (ARIMA models) to assess trade flows among countries along the
prospective corridor. Data were collected from the World Bank and the
Observatory of Economic Complexity for the period 2000-2022. The analysis
examined three dimensions: Iran’s trade with Black Sea countries; Persian Gulf
states’ trade with Black Sea countries; India’s trade with the Black Sea region. The
aggregated results were then compared to highlight the potential trade volume that
could be channeled through the Persian Gulf-Black Sea route.
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Findings The findings underscore the significant potential of the corridor

Iran—Black Sea trade: Despite sanctions, Iran’s exports and imports with Black
Sea countries have demonstrated resilience. Notably, exports to Bulgaria increased
more than 80-fold during the study period, while imports from Romania and
Bulgaria rose sharply after 2018.

Persian Gulf-Black Sea trade

Exports from Gulf countries to the Black Sea region expanded substantially, with
most destinations experiencing tenfold growth since 2000. Imports also followed
an upward trajectory, highlighting mutual dependence.

India—Black Sea trade: Both exports and imports rose significantly, with Greece,
Romania, and Bulgaria serving as major partners. By 2022, India’s trade with the
Black Sea countries had multiplied several times over, confirming the region’s
attractiveness as a market.

Aggregate potential: The total trade volume among countries that could utilize
the corridor reached over USD 23 billion by 2022—six times higher than in 2000.
This underscores the corridor’s potential to serve as a major artery of Eurasian
trade.

Geoeconomic Analysis: From a geo-economics perspective, the corridor
presents several advantages:

Cost and time reduction: Compared to the Suez Canal route, the corridor shortens
the distance by 55% and reduces transport costs by approximately 30%. Transit
time falls from 42—60 days via Suez to 16-25 days.

Diversification of routes: By reducing dependence on the Suez Canal and Turkey,
the corridor lowers risks associated with geopolitical crises and monopolistic
control.

Investment opportunities: Infrastructure development in Iran (roads, railways,
ports) and Armenia (Southern Armenia Railway) can attract foreign investment
and create new logistics hubs.

Regional integration: The corridor fosters “overlapping regionalism,” linking
multiple regional clusters (South Asia, the Persian Gulf, the Caucasus, and
Southeast Europe) around Iran.

Sanctions resilience: By providing multiple trade pathways, the corridor acts as a
structural mechanism to mitigate the impact of sanctions on Iran and its partners.

Security and Geopolitical Analysis: The corridor’s security and geopolitical
Implications are equally profound: Sanctions mitigation: The corridor allows Iran
to bypass chokepoints vulnerable to Western monitoring and sanctions, such as
the Turkish and Suez routes. This diversification makes it harder for sanctions to
isolate Iran completely.

South Caucasus balance: Supporting the Armenia—Georgia route strengthens
Armenia’s territorial integrity against pressures from Turkey and Azerbaijan,
preventing Iran’s isolation through the Zangezur project.

Regional balancing: The corridor counters the Turkish-led Middle Corridor,
enabling Iran to maintain strategic relevance in Eurasian connectivity.
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Complex interdependence: By linking over 20 countries, the corridor creates
economic ties that enhance regional stability and reduce the likelihood of armed
conflict.

Diplomatic leverage: Iran’s control over this corridor elevates its bargaining power
with the EU, Russia, and even the United States, as excluding Iran would impose
higher costs on global trade flows.

Policy Recommendations

To overcome these challenges and realize the corridor, the study proposes:
Infrastructure development: Prioritize the modernization of Iran—Armenia border
roads, expansion of Iranian southern ports, and construction of the Armenia—Iran
railway.

Multilateral cooperation: Forge agreements among corridor countries for customs
harmonization, digital trade facilitation, and security coordination.

Attracting investment: Engage the EU, India, and development banks (e.g.,
Eurasian Development Bank, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank) to co-finance
projects.

Active diplomacy: Employ “corridor diplomacy” to ensure political support from
Armenia, Georgia, and the EU while counterbalancing rival initiatives.

Security collaboration: Establish joint mechanisms with Armenia and Georgia to
safeguard the corridor against regional instability.

Conclusion

The Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor is more than a transport initiative; it is a
strategic project that intertwines geoeconomics with geopolitics. For Iran, the
corridor represents an opportunity to:

¢+ Enhance trade flows and attract investment.

+«+ Mitigate the effects of sanctions by diversifying trade routes.

«¢+ Strengthen its strategic position in the South Caucasus.

++ Serve as a regional balancer against competing initiatives.

+ Transform its geography from a liability into a geo-economics asset.

% By implementing coordinated infrastructural, diplomatic, and institutional
measures, Iran can convert the Persian Gulf-Black Sea Corridor into both an
economic lifeline and a security buffer. Ultimately, the corridor exemplifies
how geo-economics projects can serve as instruments of national resilience
and geopolitical influence in an era of sanctions and great-power
competition.
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Abstract

Since its inception, geopolitics has gone through four main stages:
traditional, classical, modern, and postmodern geopolitics. Each of these
periods has been a reflection of the historical, technological, and political
developments of its era. Today, with the emergence of artificial intelligence
as a supertechnology within the framework of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, we can speak of entering the fifth stage of geopolitical
transformation. This new stage has overshadowed all aspects of human life
and has left profound effects on power, security, economics, and
international relations. This analytical-descriptive research, by examining
reliable library sources and international documents, shows that artificial
intelligence has transformed from a tool into a key factor in redefining the
nature of geopolitics and global power equations. In fact, Al has profoundly
transformed geopolitics and the international balance of power by
transforming the structure of power, security, and governance. Although this
technology has provided opportunities such as improved governance,
enhanced transnational cooperation, and economic growth, it has also
exacerbated challenges such as the digital divide, emerging security threats,
and ethical-legal dilemmas. Finally, this article offers practical solutions
aimed at globally managing the impacts of Al on the geopolitical system and
international relations, as well as reducing the technological gap between
developed and developing countries.
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Extended Abstract

In recent years, the expansion of artificial intelligence (Al) technology and its profound
impacts on various dimensions of human life have captured the attention of researchers
and scholars across diverse scientific fields. While numerous studies have examined
the political, security, economic, and cultural dimensions of Al, few have analyzed the
effects of this technology on the nature of geopolitics, its structures, and global
geopolitical transformations from a specialized geopolitical perspective.

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on a library-
documentary research method, to investigate the fundamental impacts of artificial
intelligence on the nature, structure, and processes of global geopolitics. The findings
indicate that Al, as the beating heart of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, is steering
geopolitics toward a fifth stage, termed "smart geopolitics.” This historical transition
is occurring through four key transformations, each deeply redefining the traditional
international order: the mechanization and Algorithmization of governance processes,
the decentralization and networking of power structures, the emergence of dataism as
a new dominant paradigm, and the transformation of the very nature of power from
overt and physical to covert and informational. These structural shifts have, at the
operational level, simultaneously ushered in a wave of complex and intertwined
opportunities and threats for the international system.

In the realm of opportunities, Al holds unprecedented potential for enhancing
governance efficiency and transparency through process automation, real-time big data
analytics, and the delivery of personalized services to citizens. This can make the
policy cycle more agile and responsive. On the international front, by providing
advanced analytical tools, this technology enables the strengthening of transnational
cooperation to address shared global challenges such as climate change, pandemics,
and terrorism. In the social sphere, Al facilitates greater democratic access to
information and knowledge and provides new platforms for expression and
participation, thereby contributing to societal empowerment and the reinforcement of
civic activism. From an economic standpoint, by boosting productivity, creating
entirely new industries, and transforming business models, Al serves as a global engine
for economic growth and innovation, promising the creation of broader wealth and
welfare.

However, in the domain of threats and challenges, the picture is equally, if not more,
concerning. In the realms of national and international security, artificial intelligence
places unprecedented offensive tools at the disposal of both state and non-state actors.
This includes sophisticated cyber-attacks against critical infrastructure, the
development and use of lethal autonomous weapon systems (LAWS), and extensive
information warfare and public opinion manipulation operations through the
production and dissemination of fake news and digital influence campaigns.

From an economic perspective, artificial intelligence has the potential to dangerously
exacerbate the global competitive divide. Countries with robust digital infrastructure,
specialized human capital, and substantial investment in research and development
(such as the United States and China) can accumulate the greatest benefits, while
nations lacking these advantages face the risk of permanent economic and
technological marginalization and a deepening digital divide. Furthermore, this
technology, by accelerating the automation and replacement of jobs across a wide
range of sectors, could lead to labor market instability, increased income inequality,
and social tensions.
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In the political and social sphere, the analytical and predictive power of artificial
intelligence can be employed by authoritarian regimes for comprehensive and
repressive surveillance, targeted censorship, and population control. In democracies,
there is also the potential for undermining democratic foundations through micro-
targeting and sophisticated manipulation of voter preferences. Ethical and legal
challenges remain vast and unresolved. Industrial-scale privacy violations, systemic
bias and institutionalized discrimination within algorithms, a lack of transparency and
accountability in automated decision-making (the black box conundrum), and the
absence of comprehensive international legal frameworks for accountability are among
these fundamental problems. Finally, the concentration of technological power in the
hands of a few giant transnational corporations and several states has emerged as an
independent geopolitical threat, capable of limiting the digital sovereignty of other
countries and creating new patterns of dependency.

To manage these complex geopolitical shifts and steer them in a direction that serves
the interests of all humanity, a set of multi-level operational solutions is proposed. At
the global governance level, it is imperative to establish an international regulatory
body under the United Nations to set common ethical and security standards and
oversee Al development, and to adopt treaties limiting its offensive-military
applications. To reduce the technological gap, establishing a global Al development
fund and facilitating the transfer of foundational technologies to developing countries
under the supervision of bodies such as the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) is essential. At the regional level, forming technological alliances and
collaborations, particularly in the form of South-South cooperation and within
frameworks like the Non-Aligned Movement, can facilitate knowledge sharing, the
development of appropriate governance frameworks, and increase the collective
bargaining power of developing countries. Complementarily, promoting inclusive
digital governance models that possess the necessary flexibility to adapt to cultural
values and national development needs, encouraging private sector investment in local
ecosystems, and establishing networks for exchanging best governance practices are
other key measures.

A final analysis of these findings reveals that artificial intelligence is becoming a
central axis in the realignment of the global balance of power. This technology has not
only transformed the instruments of power but has itself become a primary arena of
geopolitical competition. The future of the international order will depend heavily on
the global community's ability to manage this inherent duality—as both an engine of
progress and a source of instability. Overcoming the challenges and harnessing the
opportunities necessitates the creation of new, multilateral, and equitable governance
frameworks at national, regional, and global levels. These frameworks must be capable
of guaranteeing security and stability, protecting privacy and human rights, reducing
the digital divide through cooperation and technology transfer, and promoting
responsible innovation. Without collective resolve and cooperation, artificial
intelligence could become a factor exacerbating inequality, instability, and the further
polarization of global geopolitics. Conversely, if guided wisely, foresightedly, and
with a firm prioritization of the common interests of humanity, it can provide an
unparalleled platform for enhancing cooperation, achieving sustainable development,
and shaping a fairer and more inclusive order in the digital age.
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Abstract
The East Asian region, consisting of two geopolitical areas, North East (China,
Japan, Korean Peninsula) and South East Asia, is one of the most important
strategic regions in the international system. In the meantime, China, which has
a communist political structure in the East Asian region and is an emerging
power, is considered to be the most prominent country in the competition with
world powers. In the 21st century, China's policy makers, based on the theory
of Rosecrance, seek to adopt strategic opportunities in the country's
development, remove external obstacles and promote a new role in the
international system in order to aintain the ruling ideology and pursue their
domestic and foreign political intentions. Currently, China, as an active
activist and an emerging power, has challenged the new world order and is
trying to play an active role in the world. The emerging structure is expanded
in two parts and has political, security, and economic dimensions as twins,
and the said dimensions are complementary to each other. From the
geographical point of view, the main core of the emerging structure is applied
to the northern part of the northern hemisphere of the earth (horth-north) and
its geographical direction is east-west. A precise understanding of the
aforementioned impact requires a two-way understanding from the
geostrategic point of view between China and Iran on the role of both
countries. In the process of conducting the research, among the 30 interviews
conducted with experts, 21 indicators were calculated in the form of 5
components of China's global role-making with 92 themes in explaining the
effectiveness of Iran in China's global role-making and 78 themes in
explaining the possible effects of competitors in China's global role-making.
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Extended Abstract

The East Asian region, consisting of two geopolitical areas, North East (China,
Japan, Korean Peninsula) and South East Asia, is one of the most important
strategic regions in the international system. In the meantime, China, which
has a communist political structure in the East Asian region and is an emerging
power, is considered to be the most prominent country in the competition with
world powers. In the 21st century, China's policy makers, based on the
theory of Rosecrance, seek to adopt strategic opportunities in the country's
development, remove external obstacles and promote a new role in the
international system in order to aintain the ruling ideology and pursue their
domestic and foreign political intentions. Currently, China, as an active
activist and an emerging power, has challenged the new world order and is
trying to play an active role in the world.The emerging structure is expanded
in two parts and has political, security, and economic dimensions as twins, and
the said dimensions are complementary to each other. From the geographical
point of view, the main core of the emerging structure is applied to the northern
part of the northern hemisphere of the earth (north-north) and its geographical
direction is east-west.

This research seeks to analyze China's political role-playing towards global

competitors by relying on Iran's structural and functional effectiveness.
Using documentary studies and exploratory interviews, the researcher
collected qualitative data and extracted the research model through content
analysis and coding, and using a questionnaire, the factors obtained from the
exploratory interviews were judged by the statistical community and their
importance. It is specified.

In this research, the researcher seeks to provide an answer to the main
research question, which is China's political role-playing in the geostrategic
future of the international system, Iran's effectiveness of this role-playing and
the direction of its competitors?

By studying and examining the environment, it is concluded that a kind of
power distribution has formed among global powers in which existential
threats are the driving force behind multilateral cooperation that endures in a
multipolar world. Fundamental shifts in spheres of influence have led to
competition, divergence, and deglobalization. Eventually, gradual instability
has led to a new network order that is influenced by shocks, developments,
and reactions of global actors.

The new multilateral order, shaped by new agreements, has brought about a
balance of interests between the West, China, and especially the global South.
Thus, a pragmatic approach and willingness to compromise have emerged to
attract neutral actors, as well as flexible cooperation with opposing powers
where appropriate.

Despite its shift from insularity to greater flexibility in terms of
multilateralism, China remains a pragmatic actor and is gradually trying to
define its level of international engagement.This country simultaneously
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pursues both revisionist policies and global-regional governance policies of
the status quo.This is reflected in China's willingness to invite cooperation on
climate protection, foreign development, trade, and security, and its reluctance
to participate in binding international agreements.

In general, in international relations, as a governance system and due to its
specific geopolitical and geostrategic position, Iran must seek resilience,
prosperity, and sustainable development for itself, while supporting
multilateral policies to advance common interests in the form of institutional
cooperation. On the other hand, by acknowledging that all major players in
international relations have no permanent friends or permanent enemies in
their dealings with other countries and are only seeking to maximize their
national interests action must be taken in such a way that the behavior of
international actors does not cause surprises and pose a vital threat to national
interests.

Leading global powers that have a strong desire to influence emerging
middle powers in different regions of the world They pursue their influence by
building appropriate capacities, employing a wide range of influential actors,
creating regional cooperation initiatives, and building a network of coalitions
and partnerships.

A precise understanding of the aforementioned impact requires a two-way
understanding from the geostrategic point of view between China and Iran on
the role of both countries. In the process of conducting the research, among
the 30 interviews conducted with experts, 21 indicators were calculated in the
form of 5 components of China's global role-making with 92 themes in
explaining the effectiveness of Iran in China's global role-making and 78
themes in explaining the possible effects of competitors in China's global role-
making.
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Abstract

The Seventh National Development Plan of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of the country’s
overarching policy documents, delineates five-year objectives and visions and sets forth the
roadmap for national development. As the first policy framework formulated in the context of
the Second Phase of the Islamic Revolution, this plan—through the prioritization and selection
of key strategic axes—has the potential to contribute to long-term and applied policymaking in
the field of foreign policy. Within this context, Iran—-South Africa relations, which have long
attracted attention, have entered a new phase following Iran’s accession to the BRICS group.
Iran can strengthen its relations with South Africa within the framework of the Seventh
Development Plan; however, this necessitates addressing the question of what role and
significance South Africa plays in Iran’s foreign and economic policy under this plan. In
response, the research hypothesis posits that establishing a deep and strategic relationship with
South Africa, as an emerging power with independent political positions and significant
regional and international influence, can provide an excellent opportunity for the expansion of
trade, investment, and industrial and technological cooperation for the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The findings of this study are analyzed using the SWOT matrix method within the theoretical
framework of regional integration. This research examines the opportunities, threats, strengths,
and weaknesses of both Iran and South Africa and, ultimately, proposes a strategic cooperation
model to elevate bilateral relations from conventional cooperation to a strategic partnership.

Keywords: Seventh National Development Plan, Iran; South Africa, Foreign Policy,
Regionalism, SWOT, Strategic Cooperation
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Extended Abstract

The Seventh Development Plan of the Islamic Republic of Iran represents the
fourth part of the country’s 20-Year Vision Document and the first plan aligned
with the realization of the ""Second Step of the Islamic Revolution" statement. With
a justice-oriented and problem-focused approach, it emphasizes the country's
fundamental and crucial issues. Based on upstream documents, including the
Transformation Document of the People's Government, this plan identifies priority
programs based on developmental drivers and sets the foundation for sustainable
and stable development within society. According to the plan, various articles
address the development, enhancement, and outlook of Iran’s regional and
international relations in fields such as science and technology, economy, energy,
health, etc. It emphasizes the need to establish and develop relations with other
countries.

One of the countries ripe for strengthened cooperation is South Africa — one of
the most advanced and important nations in Africa with broad economic,
commercial, and industrial capacities. South Africa is considered a developing and
emerging economic power during the current transition in the international system.
In this context, the present article seeks to answer the question: What role and
significance does South Africa hold in Iran’s foreign and economic policy within
the framework of the Seventh Development Plan? It aims to explore South
Africa’s position in Iran’s foreign policy and examine the opportunities and
challenges this country may pose in achieving the objectives of the Seventh
Development Plan — especially in areas such as trade, energy, and technology.
The research hypothesis is that establishing a deep and strategic connection with
South Africa, as a regional and emerging power, can offer an excellent opportunity
for the Islamic Republic of Iran to expand trade, investment, and industrial and
technological cooperation. South Africa should be considered one of Iran’s target
countries. However, until now, this country’s potential has not been prioritized or
systematically exploited in Iran’s foreign policy. This study uses regional
integration theory as its general theoretical framework and employs the SWOT
method with sources from libraries, documents, and online data to analyze the
subject.

Despite ups and downs before and after the Islamic Revolution, Iran-South
Africa relations have held a special position in the post-apartheid era for several
reasons. South Africa’s active foreign policy on the African continent and within
the international system gives it significant weight and influence. Today, South
Africa is recognized as a regional power in Africa and an emerging actor in the
global system. Bilateral relations between Iran and South Africa resemble Iran’s
relations with other emerging powers such as China, Russia, Brazil, and India. The
formation of political and economic blocs like the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), IBSA (India, Brazil, and South Africa), BRICS, and others
can shift the balance of international power from the Western Hemisphere to other
global regions. Iran’s membership in such blocs not only enhances bilateral ties
but also allows it to benefit in dealing with international challenges like the nuclear
crisis, sanctions, and multilateralism. In recent years, factors like emerging
regional rivals, international sanctions, negative propaganda against Iran, and
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insufficient attention from Iranian policymakers have weakened ties between the
two countries. Nonetheless, South Africa continues to support Iran in international
forums and, under suitable conditions, has sought to boost foreign trade with Iran.
Iran’s membership in BRICS has opened a new avenue for closer alignment
between the two countries. Similar policy orientations in regional and international
affairs have fostered multilateralism, anti-interventionist stances, and stronger
South-South relations.

One major outcome of such cooperation is the creation of a geopolitical link
between Southwest Asia and South/East Africa. This connection, through regional
organizations and the development of transit routes, can enhance political and
economic cooperation. The inclusion of Iran in BRICS has opened a new chapter
in bilateral relations. Reviewing Iran-South Africa trade in recent years underlines
the significance of this membership and its impact on advancing bilateral ties.
South Africa’s memberships in the G20, G77, IAEA Board of Governors, past
non-permanent seat on the UN Security Council, the African Union, and other
international bodies have allowed it to actively support Iran and positively
influence Africa’s perception of Iran.

The Seventh Development Plan also refers to the development of the Makran
region and transit routes, making this another area of convergence between Iran
and South Africa. South Africa, through Iran, can access East Asia and Eurasia.
Utilizing Iran as a corridor can activate Iran’s transit diplomacy. Additionally,
South Africa can significantly support Iran’s scientific development, given its
advanced scientific infrastructure and standing as a strategic competition zone
between China and the US. South Africa enjoys robust trade with both powers,
enabling Iran to attract South African investments (e.g., MTN) and facilitate the
entry of modern technology and industrial equipment into the country. Beyond
investment, South Africa could act as a third-party channel to help Iran circumvent
unjust international sanctions. Other strengths of the relationship include:

Iran’s strategic geographic position and rich natural resources (oil, gas, etc.),
Capabilities in defense industries, a favorable healthcare system, a rich cultural
heritage and stable governance, Membership in key organizations like BRICS and
SCO, South Africa’s international support for Iran, South Africa’s positive
economic growth, tax exemptions, and customs union benefits, Potential to
influence other African countries to develop ties with Iran. Other shared strengths
such as: Transit geography ,Population and market potential ,South-South

discourse ,Support for liberation movements, Advocacy for multilateralism
However, existing challenges such as lack of trade diversity, absence of a coherent
foreign policy strategy, undefined roadmaps, regional rivals, unimplemented
agreements, and geographic distance must be addressed to deepen bilateral
cooperation.

Iran-South Africa relations have entered a new phase with Iran’s BRICS
membership. Both countries aim to reshape the international system toward a more
multilateral order, and their cooperation within BRICS can deepen and expand
bilateral ties. However, realizing this potential requires a shift in Iran’s approach
to South Africa — from routine diplomatic relations to advanced strategic
cooperation.
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To elevate relations from ordinary to strategic levels, three main steps must be
considered, each with several essential actions:

Step 1: Laying the Institutional Foundation

«¢+ Establish a dedicated body to identify and prioritize Iran's target countries.

+«» Develop a comprehensive strategic document, categorizing countries based
on priorities.

¢ Designate a specific official body for managing bilateral relations with each
target country to reduce inefficiencies and improve effectiveness.

Step 2: Building Communication Bridges

+¢ Redefine the role of Iranian consulates worldwide, turning them into active
trade centers.

¢ Utilize experienced diplomats and experts by establishing a “Council of
Economic Advisors”.

+« Develop independent economic infrastructures, avoiding traditional
systems like Bretton Woods. Use BRICS financial capacities, create joint
investment funds, and initiate innovative financial frameworks to reduce
dependency and foster multilateral economic collaboration.

Step 3: Operationalizing Strategic Cooperation

This step involves implementing strategic partnerships based on the groundwork
from steps one and two. It focuses on leveraging mutual capacities for economic,
political, and cultural collaboration.
Based on these three steps and aligned with the Seventh Development Plan, the
following policy suggestions are made:

«+ Launch overseas farming initiatives to produce and export agricultural
goods to other African nations
Supply South Africa’s energy needs
Leverage relations with African nations via South Africa to boost Iran's
national power and ties with non-hostile countries
Strengthen African-Islamic world relations to counter unilateral global
order
Produce rich films to shape public perception of each other
Support tourism and promote cultural, artistic, and handicraft exchanges
Establish international universities, provide scholarships, and facilitate
academic exchanges
Support medical tours and medical-scientific collaborations
» Expand Iranian diplomatic staff across all essential sectors

3
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It's important to note that successful implementation of Step Three depends on
the groundwork laid in Steps One and Two. Step Three provides examples of
actionable strategies, but many more possibilities for planning and executing
strategic cooperation remain open for in-depth development.
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Abstract

This study examines the Islamic Republic of Iran’s East-oriented policy and the role
of Russia in nuclear balancing against Western powers. The central research question
is how the Eastward orientation has been reflected in Iran’s foreign policy,
particularly in the nuclear domain, and what position Russia has occupied within this
process. To address this question, the study employs a qualitative methodology and
a descriptive—analytical approach to elucidate the various dimensions of Iran—Russia
interactions in the fields of foreign policy and the nuclear issue. The study
hypothesizes that Iran’s rapprochement with Russia has been predominantly tactical
in nature, driven by situational interests, international pressures, and political-
discursive perceptions rather than by a long-term strategic alliance. Furthermore,
Russia has acted as a pragmatic actor at critical diplomatic junctures, prioritizing its
own national interests and strategic calculations. The findings indicate that Iran’s
nuclear policy has been shaped by considerations of security, identity, and resistance
to Western hegemony. Within this framework, Russia has become established as a
significant and potentially influential partner in Iran’s strategic outlook. The study
concludes that the success of Iran’s East-oriented policy depends on the dynamic
redefinition of power, the construction and reproduction of meaning, and the
effective management of multilayered diplomacy. Consequently, the realization of
this policy requires more than reliance on temporary alignments and tactical
partnerships, demanding instead a flexible and comprehensive strategic approach.
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Extended Abstract

This study offers a comprehensive and theory-driven analysis of the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s east-oriented foreign policy, with a particular emphasis on the evolving role of the
Russian Federation in nuclear balancing against Western powers. Situated within the
framework of structural realism, the research explores how Iran’s strategic pivot toward
Eastern powers—especially Russia—reflects a recalibration of its foreign policy doctrine
in response to systemic pressures, shifting alliances, and intensifying geopolitical rivalries.
The inquiry is guided by the central question: How has Iran’s eastward orientation
manifested in its nuclear strategy, and what role does Russia play in shaping this trajectory?
To address this question, the study employs a qualitative methodology grounded in
descriptive-analytical techniques. This approach enables a nuanced exploration of the
multifaceted dimensions of Iran-Russia interactions, encompassing diplomatic
engagements, military cooperation, energy partnerships, and strategic signaling within the
broader framework of nuclear diplomacy. The analysis draws on primary sources, official
statements, and recent developments—including the January 2025 strategic partnership
agreement signed in Moscow—to illuminate the structural logic and tactical fluidity
underpinning Iran’s eastward turn.

Historically, Iran’s foreign policy has oscillated between ideological posturing and
pragmatic adaptation. Following the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran adopted a posture of
non-alignment, encapsulated in the slogan “Neither East nor West.” However, over the past
two decades, this principle has eroded in practice, giving way to a more interest-driven
orientation toward Eastern powers. The intensification of Western sanctions—particularly
after the U.S. withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in 2018—
has accelerated Iran’s strategic outreach to Russia and China. This pivot reflects both a
response to external constraints and an internal recalibration of Iran’s geopolitical priorities.
Russia’s role in Iran’s nuclear trajectory is particularly salient. As a signatory to the JCPOA
and a member of the P5+1 negotiating bloc, Russia has historically positioned itself as a
mediator and technical facilitator in Iran’s nuclear program. It has provided nuclear fuel for
Iran’s Bushehr reactor, managed surplus enriched uranium, and offered diplomatic cover in
multilateral forums. However, Russia’s engagement with Iran is not merely transactional;
it is embedded within a broader strategic framework aimed at counterbalancing U.S.
influence in the Middle East and leveraging Iran as a partner in its own contest with the
West.

The hypothesis underpinning this study posits that Iran’s rapprochement with Russia is
primarily tactical rather than strategic. It is driven by situational interests, international
isolation, and politico-semantic interpretations of sovereignty and resistance. Iran views
Russia as a useful counterweight to Western hegemony, particularly in the nuclear domain,
but remains cautious about overdependence. Conversely, Russia’s behavior reflects a
pragmatic actor that prioritizes its national interests and maintains flexibility in its alliances.
Moscow’s engagement with Iran is shaped by its desire to expand influence in the Middle
East, secure energy and defense partnerships, and navigate its own isolation following the
invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

The findings of this study reveal that Iran’s nuclear policy is deeply intertwined with its
broader security doctrine, which emphasizes deterrence, resistance, and strategic autonomy.
The nuclear file is not merely a technical issue but a symbolic arena where Iran asserts its
identity and challenges Western norms. Within this framework, Russia emerges as a
potentially influential partner, offering diplomatic support, technological cooperation, and
strategic depth. However, this partnership is fraught with asymmetries and contradictions.
Russia’s simultaneous engagement with Iran’s regional rivals, such as Israel and Saudi
Arabia, underscores its balancing act and limits the depth of the Iran-Russia alliance.
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Recent developments have further complicated this dynamic. In January 2025, Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian visited Moscow to sign a comprehensive strategic
partnership agreement with Russian President VIadimir Putin. The accord, which outlines
cooperation in defense, nuclear energy, finance, and cybersecurity, marks a new phase in
bilateral relations. It reflects a shared desire to counter NATO influence and solidify
authoritarian power structures. However, the absence of a mutual defense clause and the
lack of transparency surrounding the agreement raise questions about its long-term viability
and strategic depth2.

Simultaneously, the reactivation of the JCPOA’s snapback mechanism by European
powers and the United States—triggered by Iran’s alleged violations of enrichment
thresholds—has reignited tensions. The return of UN sanctions, coupled with targeted
strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities during the 12-day conflict with Israel in mid-2025, has
exposed the fragility of Iran’s deterrence posture and the limits of Russian support. While
Moscow condemned the strikes and reaffirmed its commitment to peaceful nuclear
cooperation, it refrained from direct intervention, underscoring the transactional nature of
its alliance with Tehran.

The study also explores the domestic drivers of Iran’s east-oriented policy. The growing
influence of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), the securitization of foreign
policy, and the consolidation of authoritarian governance have reinforced a preference for
Eastern partnerships. These dynamics are particularly evident under the Raisi
administration and its successor, which have prioritized strategic ties with Russia and China
while downplaying engagement with the West. The “Look East” policy, while offering
short-term relief from sanctions and diplomatic isolation, has also constrained Iran’s foreign
policy options and exposed it to new dependencies.

In examining the nuclear dimension, the study highlights the evolution of Iran-Russia
cooperation from technical facilitation to strategic alignment. Russia’s shifting stance on
the JCPOA—from a stabilizing presence to a geopolitical actor leveraging its role for
sanctions relief—illustrates the fluidity of its engagement. The strategic partnership
agreement signed in 2025 includes provisions for expanded nuclear collaboration, joint
energy infrastructure, and coordinated diplomatic efforts in international forums. However,
the asymmetry of power and interests between the two states remains a persistent challenge.
Moreover, the study situates Iran’s east-oriented policy within the broader context of global
power transitions. The decline of U.S. hegemony, the rise of multipolarity, and the
resurgence of regional powers have created new opportunities and challenges for Iran. By
aligning with Russia, Iran seeks to navigate this shifting landscape and assert its role as a
regional power. However, the success of this strategy depends on Iran’s ability to manage
multi-layered diplomacy, redefine power relations, and produce meaning in a contested
international order.

The research concludes that Iran’s east-oriented foreign policy is a dynamic and evolving
strategy that reflects both structural constraints and agency. While Russia plays a critical
role in nuclear balancing, the partnership remains tactical and contingent. Iran must move
beyond reliance on temporary alliances and develop a more sophisticated approach to
diplomacy that integrates security, identity, and strategic pragmatism. This requires a
redefinition of power that transcends traditional binaries and embraces complexity,
adaptability, and resilience.

In sum, this study contributes to the understanding of Iran’s foreign policy by illuminating
the strategic logic of its eastward orientation and the role of Russia in nuclear diplomacy.
It underscores the importance of context, agency, and pragmatism in shaping international
relations and offers insights into the future trajectory of Iran-Russia cooperation in a rapidly
changing world.
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Abstract

The year 2025 has been profoundly influenced by Donald Trump's reelection victory,
confronting the international system with a new chapter in relations and patterns of
alliances and enmities. The 12-day war waged by Israel and the United States against Iran
marked a new phase in the regional order with global ramifications, minimizing the
prospects for achieving a nuclear agreement more than ever before. In this context, the
following question has been evaluated: Considering the 12-day war, how can the foreign
policy and strategy of the United States toward Iran—particularly with emphasis on the
nuclear program—»be characterized, and what are the relevant scenarios and reactions
(With an emphasis on the 2025-2026 timeframe? In response, the proposed hypothesis
posits that the Trump administration's policy toward Iran is based on a hybrid approach
grounded in two principles: offensive realism, extreme nationalism, and it appears
unlikely to undergo further revision without achieving a significant breakthrough. The
theoretical foundations of the research are based the theory “peace through strength, and
the methodology for explicating the logic of the hybrid "maximum pressure" strategy
includes analysis of historical trends and multilayered scenario planning. The findings
indicate that Trump's approach is a peace through strength, based on predicated on
structural sanctions, indirect military pressure, and tactical crisis management.
Furthermore, based on the proposed potential scenarios, in the event of sustained tensions,
the option of crisis escalation within the framework of geopolitical competition in West
Asia is highly probable, and the preemptive military operation scenario, along with the
hybrid scenario (limited warfare, sanctions, conditional diplomacy, and support for
internal opponents), can be posited as key strategies
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The current era in the global system should be regarded as the age of the "liberal
international order" and the "return of nationalist powers," the overall outcome of
which has been the United States' withdrawal from international agreements,
pressure on Iran, and the reactions of Europe and China to Trump's policies.
Examining the transformation of the global order following Trump's return
indicates the decline of liberal hegemony and the emergence of nationalist powers
on a global scale in a novel form. In this context, the rise of the Trump
administration, the war involving attacks by Israel and the United States on Iran,
on one hand, and the United States government's conviction regarding the rise of
authoritarian states (Iran, Russia, and China), on the other, heightens the need for
scrutiny of the foundations of Trump's American foreign policy. Accordingly, this
text aims to examine the foreign policy of the Trump administration during its
second presidential term, particularly after the 12-day war, along with potential
scenarios and Iran's responses in this regard. The necessity for the country to
prepare for any conditions constitutes one of the evident essentials of the
forthcoming research.

Methodology

The present research possesses a theoretical and theoretical-applied nature, which
examines the topic based on trend analysis in futures studies. Drawing on this
method and with reference to the theory of peace through strength—which has
roots in American foreign policy schools—it enumerates six potential scenarios
for the second Trump administration. On the other hand, and in light of the U.S.
government's scenarios, six scenarios for Iran's reactions are also derived.

Findings

In accordance with the futures-oriented methodology, the scenarios for the Trump
administration's confrontation with Iran can be identified within the set of
definitive and inevitable change trends (hard core), dominant trends with high
probability of realization and uncertainty (middle shell), and trends of sudden
transformations or alternative scenarios (outer shell). Under these layers of
change, six scenarios are derived, including: 1- The "maximum pressure" scenario;
2- Negotiation and flexible deterrence; 3- Preemptive military action and Support
for internal forces and centrifugal movements within Iran; 4- Regional cooperation
and the formation of multilateral coalitions; 5- A hybrid approach. Although each
of the proposed scenarios carries its own specific challenges and risks, the
adoption of a multifaceted and hybrid approach—in which economic, diplomatic,
and military tools are utilized in a coordinated manner—represents the most
probable option for U.S. foreign policy toward Iran during the second Trump
administration.

Accordingly, Iran's reactions to these scenarios are also categorized into six
groups, aligned with the same tripartite division of hard core, middle shell, and
outer shell. Iran's reactions include: 1- Active resistance and strengthening
conventional military deterrence; 2- Inclination toward negotiation and flexible
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deterrence; 3- Military-strategic action (response to limited attack) and coalition-
building in this regard 4- Regional and international coalition-building; 5-
Movement toward nuclear weapons — maximum deterrence strategy; 6- Hybrid.

Conclusion

The foreign policy of the Trump administration serves as a reflection of the "peace
through strength™ theory, as a realist approach grounded in Jacksonian principles,
which emphasizes the revival of hardware-based deterrence traditions at the
international level. Trump's "maximum pressure” policies—through withdrawal
from the JCPOA nuclear agreement, the 12-day war, and the imposition of
unilateral sanctions—have not only impacted Iran's economic and military
capabilities but have also redefined the United States' position in the international
system as a superpower. Based on the proposed potential scenarios, in the event
of continued tensions following the 12-day war, the option of crisis escalation and
the likelihood of sustained limited wars within the framework of geopolitical
competition in West Asia is highly probable. The preemptive military operation
scenario (with low probability but high consequences) and the hybrid scenario
(sanctions, conditional diplomacy, and support for internal opponents)—despite
complexities and unpredictable reactions—can be posited as key strategies.
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